
Accept It

Paul Tillich, a German-American theologian and philosopher, in his
book The Courage To Be, wrote these words, “Accept that you are
accepted”.  Before anything else can happen in our pursuit of God, we
must first not only recognize but also accept the fact that we are accepted
by God through Christ.  This process by which we learn about God’s
unconditional love is summed up in a “church” word we use all the time:
Grace.  The first step toward becoming new creations in Christ,
discovering the transformed life, and becoming the persons God intends
for us to be begins with the startling realization of God’s infinite and
unconditional love for us.  Receiving the love and forgiveness of God,
beginning to comprehend its meaning (no small task in its own right) and
opening ourselves up to the new life it brings can be as disrupting as an
earthquake or as abrupt as lightening striking across the black sky.  It
means we have been struck by God’s grace.  It changes everything about
us and within us.

I ask you to take a moment now and truly consider what I have just
written.  Re-read it.  Let it sink in for a minute.  What do you see?  Do the
words challenge you in any way, and how?  Is there anything in your life
that is presently preventing you from surrendering your life totally to the
concept of grace presented there?  Can you honestly say that you “Accept
the fact that you are accepted”?

You see, if we as a church are to move forward in the practice of
radical hospitality, we must first begin with a receiving, perceiving,
listening, opening attitude—a readiness to accept and welcome God’s
initiative toward us.  While this sounds simple, it involves one of the most
difficult movements…surrendering yourself to God.  As we discovered
through the apostles on Pentecost, if we are to be used by God for good,
and if our ministry is to have any serious impact, then we must be out of
control.  We must surrender ourselves so God can minister both to us and
through us.  As long as we continue to seek and acquire control, we
cannot surrender.  Think about it.

I ask you from the bottom of my heart to learn about grace and
become radically hospitable… first by accepting the fact that you are
accepted.

Ken
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        There will be no activities during the summer but plans for
the fall include touring the Monastery in Conyers with lunch at
the Blue W illow in September and everyone’ s all-time favorite
apple trip in October .  Watch for det ails.

       Attention All Vacation Bible School V olunteers!!!

There will be a training session in the Fellowship Hall on
Sunday , July 18,  immediately af ter the morning worship
service. Lunch will be served. Please plan to st ay and help
decorate all our rooms and the st age after lunch and the
training session. You’ll be receiving all your materials at this
time. Thank you so very much for your willingness to serve!

We’ll be blasting off really soon now!!!

From Thelma Potter: If you have read one book in
each of the four categories, please list them on the reading
program brochure and submit it to me or Claire Pearson
by June 30 th.  We hope to have a good showing in the
District Report.  Thank you!



  GIFTS OF LOVE
                     (Please advise Henry Armour (404) 255-8945 of corrections/omissions)

Donation to the Feed & Seed Fund  with no honoree designated:
Mrs Thelma Potter
Honoring Roy Olson’ s 80 th Birthday  with a donation to the Memorial or Feed &
Seed* Fund :
Mr & Mrs Henry Armour Mrs Claire Leslie*
Honoring Fran Bethel’ s 80th  Birthday  with a donation to the Memorial, Music*,
or Children’ s Ministry **,  Fund :
Mrs Susan Isom Mrs Sylvia Hitson Mrs Claire Leslie*
Margaret Bass Dr Edwina Shealy**
Honoring the Armour ’s Wedding Anniversary  with a donation to the Memorial
Fund :
Mrs Margaret Bass
Honoring the Memory of Audrey Hall  with a donation to the Memorial Fund :
Mr Raymond Hall
Honoring the Memory of Charles Leslie  with a donation to the SSUMC
Foundation Fund : Anonymous
Honoring Chris & Jennifer Barbieri  with a donation to the SSUMC Foundation
Fund : Anonymous
Honoring the Memory of Lowell Smith  with a donation to the Pipe Organ
Fund :  Mrs Claire Leslie
Honoring the Memory of Cotton Hobbs  with a donation to the Memorial,
Children’ s Ministry *, Feed & Seed**,  or SSUMC Foundation Fund***:
Dr Edwina Shealy* Forrest Fetts Parkay Haggman
Mr & Mrs Howard Franklin Mr & Mrs Joe Denson Mr & Mrs Don Price
Mr & Mrs Kenneth Genten Mr & Mrs Don Potter      Mr & Mrs Larry James
Circle (S) Irrigation Mr W. H. Hardin Ms Virginia McCahan***
DBS SS Class**
Honoring the LaBan’ s Anniversary  with a donation to Children’ s Ministry :
Dr. Edwina Shealy
Honoring Claire Peason’ s Birthday  with a donation to Children’ s Ministry
Dr. Edwina Shealy

From Jessie W inters:
Your prayers, visit s, cards  and care meant so much to me
during these last few months.  I have improved now and
hopefully , it will continue.  My sincerest thanks to all!!

From Roy Olson:

Dear Congregation: Love, thanks and blessings to all in this
supportive congregation.  Roy was so pleased for all the
attention on his 80th birthday .  The cards, calls, and gif ts for
honorariums.  Thanks from our heart s. Roy and Barbara

Lunch Bunch for adult s in their 20’ s - 40’s:
Sunday , June 13

Mellow Mushroom

We will meet immediately
following the 1 1:00 service.

The nursery will remain open until 2:00 PM.
If your child is st aying in the nursery ,

please send a bag lunch.

Thanksgiving Help Needed

It is never too early to st art planning for the holidays and
Thanksgiving at SSUMC is no exception.  After many years of
coordinating the Thanksgiving Community Meal, the McCord’ s
will be heading to T ennessee this Thanksgiving to celebrate
with their children and grandchildren who live in T ennessee.
So, this leaves a vacancy that needs to be filled.  Are you aware
that the only meal that SSUMC prep ares for Feed’n Seed is the
Thanksgiving meal, even though it is our ministry?
Only a few people are needed to coordinate the meal.  But, a
Sunday school class or a Bible study group would be nice
also.  The McCord’ s gladly will help prior to the actual day and
if you have spent a Thanksgiving at the church, you know what
a joy it is.

If you have any questions or are interested in a leadership role,
please cont act Nancy McCord.  If no one step s forward, then
this tradition of the p ast eight years of serving the least, the
lost, and the lonely on such a special day will be missed.

Women’ s Clothing Needed

Due to the increase of women who are attending our
Sunday community meals, the Shepherd’ s Cloak is in need of
women’ s summer clothing, jewelry , and shoes.  You can drop
your items off any Sunday from 1:45 PM – 2:45 PM on the
Sundays that we feed.  Or you can drop your clothing off the
second W ednesday of the month from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM.

Community Action Center

July is SSUMC’ s assigned month for food donations to
the Community Action Center . Watch your bulletin and the July
newsletter for det ails.

To view  more pictures of this event see a printed
copy of the Dipper or check out the UMW Bulletin
Boards in the Church.


